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V'Usi little ISooit 

IS AFFECTIONATELY AJBI .HESPECTFULLY 

BY 

ANDREW JAMES SYMINGTON 

TO 

HIS FRIENS 

®]fte Heb. aSilliam ?$ent|| ?$abetsal» iW.9. 

Incumbent of ShareshUly &• Hon. Can. of Worcester Cathedral f&»c. 

WHO, 

In his life-long example, gospel teaching, and pastoral work, 
realizes Chaucer's description of 

®jfte (EooH i^atjson: 

One who, while acknowledged to be the most learned Ecclesiastical 
Musician, the greatest Psalmodist of this generation, and the 
highest critical authority on all such subjects, has invariably 
subordinated genius, talents and varied accomplishments, to the 
work of the Christian Ministry, and the faithful and laborious 
discharge of Parish duties ; caring, like the great Master and 
Exemplar our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, for the bodies as 
well as the souls of men : and one who, thus largely and 
singularly honoiurd of God in being enabled to provide pure, 
noble, and fitting 

SERVICES OF PRAISE 

for the Church below, has also been yet more highlv honoured 
and blessed in the knowledge — according with his earnest 
desire, prayer and constant endeavour — that many hearts both at 
home and abroad have, through his instrumentality and_influence, 
been attuned for singing 

Viz VTefo <Sons 

IN THE MANSIONS ABOVE. 
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In Memoriam. 

Thb dear friend, to whom these pages are inscribed, was peace- 
fully called home to his rest, at noon, on April 19th, when the 
sheet containing the foregoing dedication had already been a month 
in type. It has been left unaltered, as an expression of deep 
regard and a £unt tribute of admiration for one who being dead 
yet speaketh, and whose memory is blessed. 
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PREFACE. 



This letter, addressed to honest and earnest seekers 
after truth, was originally written to a friend, in order to 
meet and remove certain current phases of modem doubt 
bearing on that momentous question with which every 
one of us has to deal, viz. : *' What must I do to be 
saved?" 

Considerably enlarged, and with copious selections 
of Scripture passages added, it is now published in 
the humble hope that, by the blessing of God, it 
may prove instmmental in leading some readers — even 
although it were only one — ^to the cross of Him who still 
invites us, saying, "Come unto me, all ye that 

LABOUR AND ARE HEAVY LADEN, AND I \VILL GIVE 



YOU REST." 



A. J. S. 

April 1870. 
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*^ Faith strikes tJie key-note ^ Reason then 
Fills up tJie full-toned cJiordr 



THE REASONABLENESS OF FAITH, 



My Deab Feiexd, 

I have been thinking over the 
subject of that long talk we lately had, when 
sitting at midnight by the hall-fire ; and fain 
would I help you to overcome some of the 
doubts and diflBculties you still encounter in 
the way of believing the gospel as it i» revealed 
in the Bible. 

Those that you then stated to me were the 
following : — 

" You know you ought to believe, but that 
often you cannot : that doubts loill come, and 
that then you do not know lohat, or how much, 
to believe, and all gets hazy, tremulous, and 
confused before you: that you often meet men 
who know far more about everything than you 
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do, and whose intellects as compared with 
yours are gigantic, and that these men do not 
see their way to believe, although they are so 
much cleverer than you ; that they say Evan- 
gelical religion is simply a phase of fiEUiaticism, 
brought about by worshipping a book, without 
submitting its statements to the test of reason. 
Therefore it is not to be wondered that, in such 
mists, you can find no landmarks on the dreary 
waste. 

Then you stated, that, in this uncertainty, 
you were now trying to lay hold of something 
tangible, viz. to do that which you certainly 
know and feel to be duty, for in doing the 
practical work that lies around and is nearest 
you, as well as you can do it, you cannot be 
very far wrong ; and tliat when on that tack you 
considered there could not be much danger of 
your being led very far astray, or deluded into 
fanaticism ; for woek, in the line of duty, is 
at least safe ground to stand on, and must be 
well-pleasing to the Almighty." 
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That being your position, my dear friend, as 
I understand it, I shall show you wherein I be- 
lieve you to be mistaken. I do not say a word 
against your very laudable desire to perform 
duty, and do work ; but in order to attain this, 
you begin by putting the cart before the horse. 
The duty of faith comes first, then the dmty of 
work; and after these knowledge; for "He that 
doeth the will of God shall know of the doc- 
trine;" without faith no one can do the will; 
and "faith is the gift of God." 



I shall endeavour to demonstrate, that, in 
the way you purpose, no one caii discharge 
duty, in your sense of the word, to the 
satisfaction of his or her own conscience; 
much less in such a manner as to be deemed 
meritorious and well-pleasing in the eyes 
of a Holy Being who takes cognizance of 
heart-thoughts and motives, as well as actions. 
Also, that, even if we by any possibility could 
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in this way attain to perfect obedience, 
when attained, it would in nowise sare our 
0ouls ; because it is not Gtod'a plainly reyealed 
and only way of saying us. This only way is 
made known to us in Grod's own "Word. 

It roquii*od the perfect righteousness and sub- 
stitutionary atoning sacrifice of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has already done all for us; haying 
humbled himself to the death, purchased us 
with His own precious blood, and made ample 
reconciliation for us to Grod. HE is thus " the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life," and there is no 
other way of salyation. Whosoeyer G-od in His 
groat mercy enables to receive this great truth 
will find in it rest for the soul, and, from loye 
and gratitude to Him who first loved us ¥ritli 
such marvellous loving-kindness, will natur- 
ally — for now the fallen nature is raised and 
renewed — ^bring forth the fruits of the Spirit ; 
and these will be openly manifested in the 
life. 
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Duty is, uuder certain aspects, a cold word 
even among men; and may often be associated 
with painful or forced effort. Love must go 
along with it. All true obedience springs from 
love and gratitude, and is spontaneous. 

Our good works can never in any sense be 
construed into the procuring cause of salva- 
tion. They are only results, fruits, signs. The 
unrenewed heart feels humbled and rebellious 
at the very idea of man being able to do nothing 
to merit salvation. Yet so it is written : and 
that is why we must humbly accept God's 
truth, in God's own way, as little children, 
instead of trying in the dark to construct 
another way for ourselves. 

Humility is an essential pre-requisite for 
Heaven, and was a distinguishing feature in 
the character of Him who said, " Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls." 
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The gospel is so simple, so plain, and so easy, 
that, like the prophet's command to Naaman the 
Syrian who would rather have been told to do 
some great thing, it is often set aside, as a plan 
totally inadequate and utterly foolish, by unsanc- 
tified human reason. Pride of intellect made 
Satan fall from Heaven, and it still prevents 
many men, "wise and prudent" in other respects, 
from entering the narrow and only way which 
leadeth unto life. 

Eather than admit that the gospel plan of 
salvation, so clearly revealed in Q-od's "Word, is 
true, such men are often driven to strange ex- 
pedients. 

I lately saw it openly advanced, and was sad 
to see it, that the Apostle Paul did not under- 
stand the subject matter of his Epistles, and 
was materially mistaken both as to his premises 
and logical method, and reasoned wrongly re- 
garding it. In short, that St. Paul did not 
clearly understand himself, and made a jumble 
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of things literal and metaphorical, which the 
nineteenth century must clear up by the light 
of reason and common sense ; and so free the 
churches from those long prevalent but gross 
errors of faith and creed, commonly known as 
the doctrines of Evangelical or Bible Beligion ; 
the peculiarities of which were generally trace- 
able to St. Paul — a much over-rated authority. 
G[?his mode has at least the merit of candour: so 
I hope that the accomplished but mistaken 
writer, referred to, may yet come to see the truth, 
as the great Apostle of the Q-entiles saw it, and 
find that true rest for his soul, which can only 
be found in Q-od*s own revealed way. 



I shall now, my dear friend, show you some 
links of that chain which I have experimentally 
proved for myself, and found good : and, if you 
follow my statements, link by link, I trust you 
will also conclude that the cable will stand any 
strain that can be brought to bear upon it, and 
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that the anchorage within the veil is safe and 
sure. When I took pen in hand, I only meant 
to say what follows; but having already 
written so much more than I intended, I must 
now endeavour to be concise. 

To begin at the beginning; Everything spealn 
of a Power higher and greater than man. The 
attempt to demonstrate the existence of such a 
Power is as if one were to hold up a lighted 
candle at noon, in order to show the sun. 

I need not argue this point, for the existence 
of such a Power is granted. 

To search for that higher Power, or for some- 
thing that will represent or symbolize it — ^in 
accordance with the seeker's wants, wishes, or 
fears — is an innate necessity of our nature ; for 
man will worship. That something, if we read 
history aright, we find to be only a reflex of de- 
praved human nature ; so that if we would know 
the character of any heathen nation, whether 
Babylonian, Chaldean, Egyptian, Assyrian, 
Indian, G-reek, Eoman, Scandinavian, or the 
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modem Fiji Islander, we have only to study the 
attributes of their respective divinities. 

Man, of himself, could never by any amount 
of searching find out the true G-od ; for, as the 
finite cannot include the infinite, a fallen and 
sinful being could not, in the nature of things, 
project, as it were, the image of a perfect 
spiritual Being, full of power, love, justice, wis- 
dom, holiness, goodness, and truth: a Being 
who, while just, would yet forgive the sinner ; 
for all are simiers and need forgiveness. 

If man fail to find God by looking into his 
own soul, — and he does fail, — ^let him turn and 
look without ! Perchance God may be found 
there ? Alas ! Nature (yiihf reveals inexorable 
LAW; justice, but never mercy. Nature is a 
reign of law ; law that is inflexible, and which, 
if left to operate in our case, would justly 
and certainly consign each of us to doom ; for we 
have all broken the law, and incurred the penalty 
of death by disobedience. Man can neither, 
on the one hand, of himself encape this penalty ; 
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nor, on the other, redeem himself, forgive him- 
self, or elevate himself; nor can he tell haw tlna 
is to be done. 

Of necessity, then, it follows, that, if man is 
to know a G-od of love and forgiveness who can 
save us, and, at the same time, provide for and 
satisfy the demands of law and justice — an act 
which we of ourselves have neither the lever, 
the fulcrum, nor the power to do — ^he must 
attain to this knowledge in a superhuman and 
supernatural way. That is, he can neither find 
it within himself, nor in external nature; for, 
although the Cosmos be full of symbols, parall- 
elisms and hieroglyphics, man, by the Fall, has , 
lost the key to much of their meaning. 

This necessity Q-od has fully met by revealing 
Himself in His Word, accompanied by the liv- 
ing influences of His Holy Spirit. 

The fact and historical credibility of this 
revelation is supported by more external evi- 
dence — more, both in kind and degree — ^than 
any other fact or statement in the world which 
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men unhesitatingly accept. But tbe greatest 
and most convincing proof of its truth is that 
internal evidence which enables us to know 
and feel its reality and saving power; and, in 
believing, to experience a peace and joy, in our 
inmost hearts, which the world can neither give 
nor take away. 

That there are mysteries, to be met with 
both in Eevelation and in Providence, which 
we can neither fathom nor comprehend, is only 
saying that God is greater than man. We 
may apprehend much that we cannot compre- 
hend; therefore we are reasonably asked to have 
Faith, and implicitly to believe G-od's revealed 
word and will, just as little children believe and 
obey their earthly parents. It is written, 
" Without faith it is impossible to please God." 
Heb. xi. 6. 

Prom the Bible then, we learn; — ^That Adam, 
the prototype or representative man, placed in 
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Eden holy and happy, with perfect freedom of 
will and in a state of probation, fell from that 
holy estate, by direct disobedience to G-od: and 
thereby incurred the penalty of Death. The 
fall 80 vitiated human nature, that original on 
still continues to be the source of all actual 
transgression. Some there are who vainly at- 
tempt to deny that Adam's sin has anything to 
do with his descendants: make light of it, and 
maintain that original sin is only a theological 
myth; however, the existence of actual sin 
proves that it is a reality. 

To vindicate and establish the just claims 
of a holy law, to punish sin and yet save 
the sinner, the G-odhead, in love and mercy, 
originated and devised the scheme of Be- 
demption — a scheme so marvellous that it 
would never have entered into the most daring 
thought of man or angel to conceive. It was, 
and is, Q-od's own plan. In the remote depths of 
Eternity He formed it, and entered into the 
Covenant of Q-race with His only and well-be- 
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loved Son : electing or choosing Him to die for, 
or in the place of, all those, out of every kindred 
and tongue and people and nation, who should 
afterwards believe in His name — ^these being 
the elect or chosen — ^the church universal-^the 
company of the redeemed — ^the "many sons*' 
brought unto glory (Heb. ii. 10) and given to 
the Captain of their salvation, made perfect 
through suffering. 

The Lord Jesus entered on this Cove- 
nant, consenting, on these specific terms, to 
endure the extreme penalty and curse of the 
kw for them, ax;tuaUy to suffer in their room 
or stead, and thus redeem and restore every 
one of them to life in Q-od, through the sacri- 
ficial merits of His atoning blood. The Ghood 
Shepherd even then knew all "His sheep by 
name," and also "what he would do." He then 
agreed to bear their sins, although He knew 
no sin: and to die, the just for the unjust; thus 
redeeming them from the curse of the law and 
reconciling every one of them to Q-od. 
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On this momentous subject there is no 
authority and no appeal but " to the law and 
to the testimony." 

That the acttial salvation of men was the 
special object and end of Atonement and 
Redemption, is clearly shown in the following 
passages: "Blessed be the Lord Gk)d of 
Israel; for He hath visited and redeemed 
His people, and hath raised up an horn of sal- 
vation for us in the house of His servant David; 
as He spake by the mouth of His holy prophets, 
which have been since the world began : that 
toe should he saved from our enemies, and from 
the hand of all that hate us ; to perform the 
mercy promised to our fathers, and to remem- 
ber His holy covenant ; . . . And thou, 
child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: 
fur thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to 
prepare His ways ; to give Jcnowledge of salvation 
unto Sis people hy the remission of their sins, 
through the tender mercy of our God; whereby 
the dayspring from on High hath visited us, to 
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give light to them that sit in darkness and in 
the shadow of death, to guide ov/rfeet in the way 
of peace'' (Lukei. 68-79.) "And^or tJiis cause 
He is the Mediator of the new testament, that 
by means of death for the redemption of the 
transgressions that were under the first testa- 
ment, they which are called might receive the 
promise of eternal inheritance." (Heb. ix. 
15.) "Looking for that blessed hope, and 
the glorious appearing of the great God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ ; who gave Himself 
for us, that He might redeem us from all iniguitg, 
and purify unto "Himself a peculiar people, zeal- 
ous of good works." (Titus ii. 13, 14.) 
" Unto you therefore which believe He is preciotis : 
but unto them which be disobedient, the stone 
which the builders disallowed, the same is made 
the head of the comer, and a stone of stumbling, 
and a rock of offence, even to them which stum- 
ble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also 
they were appointed. But ye are a chosen gener- 
ation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 






peculiar people ; that ye sliould show forth the 
praises of Sim who hath called you out of dark- 
ness into His marvellous light. ' * (1 Pet. ii. 7, 8, 9.) 
" And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and 
come to Zion icith songs and everlasting joy upon 
their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and 
sorroio and sighing shall Jlee aicay.^^ (Is. xxxv. 10.) 

That God's purposes, plans, and will, for the 
salvation of the church universal, are all made 
to centre in Christ's Bedemption, is everywhero 
apparent in Scripture. 

Redemption is Salvation purchased by the 
blood of Christ : and Salvation is the end, com- 
pletion, and seal of Eedemption — nay, its com- 
plement and never-failing accompaniment. 
Both took shape together in the unanimous 
councils of the All- Wise and Loving Godhead ; 
and it is vain to attempt to separate them, as 
some would fain do, making Christ's redemption 
vaguely general, and God's salvation alone per- 
sonal and particular. The work is one, and 
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is harmoniously carried out by Eatlier, Son, and 
Holy Spirit : and all, from beginning to end, 
in perfect accordance with the definite provisions 
of the one eternal Covenant of G-race. 

Bead in this connection Ephesians i. 2-23, 
"G-race be to you, and peace, from G-od 
our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spirit- 
ual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 
According as JB[e hath chosen us in Sim before 
the foundation of the world, that we should he 
holy and without blame before Him in love : 
having predestinated us unto the adoption of 
children hy Jesus Christ to Himself, according 
to the good pleasure ofJEEis will, to the praise of 
the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made 
us accepted in the beloved. In whom we have 
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness 
of sins, according to the riches of His grace ; 
wherein He hath abounded toward us in all 
wisdom and prudence; having made known 
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unto UB the mystery of His will, according to 
His good pleasure which He hath purposed in 
Himself: that in the dispensation of the fulness 
of times He might gather together in one all 
things in Christy both which are in heaven, and 
which are on earth; even in Him; in whom 
also we have obtained an inheritance^ being pre- 
destinated according to the purpose of Him 
who worketh all things ({fter the counsel of Sm 
(mm will : that we should be to the praise of 
His glory, who first trusted in Christ. In whom 
ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation : in whom 
after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that 
Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of 
our inheritance until the redemption of the 
purchased possession, unto the praise of His 
glory. . . . The eyes of your understand- 
ing being enlightened; that ye may know what 
is the hope of His calling, and what the riches 
of His inheritance in the saints, and what is 
the exceeding greatness of His power to us- 



I- 



or PAiTH. 29 



ward who believe, according to the working of 
His mighty power, which He hath wrought in 
Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and 
set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all principality, and power, 
and might, and dominion, and every name that 
is named, not only in this world, but also in 
that which is to come : and hath put all things 
under His feet, and ffave Him to he the head 
over all things to the chv/rch, which is Sis hody^ 
the fulness of Him that filleth all in all.*' 
1 Cor. i. 30, " But of Him are ye in Christ 
Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 
riffhteousnesSjSiJii sanctification,BXid redemption.** 
Acts XX. 28, " Take heed therefore unto your- 
selves, and to all the flock, over the which the 
Holt Q-host hath made you overseers to feed 
the church of Ghd, which He hath purchased with 
His own blood.** Eev. v. 9, " And they sung 
a new song, saying. Thou art worthy to take 
the book, and to open the seals thereof: for 
Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to G^od 
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by Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and nation.'' 

Our Sayiour in Luke ixiv. 47, said " that 
remission of sins sbould be preached in His 
name among all natlo7is, beginning at Jeru- 
salem," and, in the verse last quoted, we accord- 
ingly find the saints redeemed out of every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation. 
These two verses explain the sense in which we 
are to receive the expressions "all" and "every," 
" the world," or " the whole world," that so 
frequently occur in Scripture, clearly made use 
of with a relative signification which can only 
be determined by the context ; * especially 
when taken in connection with parallel passages 



* These words are met with throughout the Bible in various 
connections, many of which do not admit of literal interpretation. 
'*The whole world," may only signify many people, e. g. when it is 
said to be of a certain way of thinking, or to be running after a man : 
or it may indicate Gentile nations as contrasted with the Jews. 
" Taste death for every man,'' here the word "man,'' which is not in 
the original at all, is wrongly supplied, and from the context it is 
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where instead of " all " or " every " the word 
" many" is used — ^it, however, being also a re- 
lative term — as in Matt. xx. 28, "to give His 
life a ransom for many^ Matt. xxvi. 28, " For 
this is my blood of the new testament, which is 
shed for many for the remission of sins." And 
in Mark xiv. 24, "And He said unto them, 
This is my blood of the new testament, which is 
shed for many^ Heb. ii. 10, " For it became 
Him, for whom are all things, and by whom are 
all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to 
make the captain of their salvation perfect 
through sufferings." Isa. liii. 11, "By His 

oTcar that " son " is the right word. So with other passages 
adduced to support a literal interpretation. " None lost Itut the 
son of perdition." This "hut," (ii tcr),) ^^ *^6 origiual,i3 antagon- 
istic, and not exceptional, and therefore strengthens the strong 
declaration of the passage. " Denied the Lord that bought them." 
These wicked persons professed that they belonged to the church 
which our Lord is declared to have redeemed and bought with His 
blood; and therefore they, falsely professing to belong to the 
church, falsely professed that the Lord had bought them. The fact 
of their remaining under the power of Satan, and the Apostle^s 
authoritative commentary altogether preclude the possibility of 
their being of the number of the redeemed. 
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knowledge shall my righteous senrant justify 
many ; for He shall bear their iniquities.*' Also 
Terse 12, " and He bare the sin of ma/Mf^ and 
made intercession for the transgressors.*' 

(This intercession is explained by our Saviour, 
in John ivii. 9, "I pray for them: I pray not 
for the world, but for them which Thou hast 
given Me; for they are Thine. And all Mine 
are Thine; and I am glorified in them.") Heb. 
ix. 28, " Christ was once offered to bear the sins 
of many." 

Acts xiii. 44-8 and other passages illustrate 
and exemplify who the many are: 

''And the next sabbath day came almost the 
whole city together to hear the word of God. . . 
And as many as were ordained to eternal life he- 
lieved,** Eom. viii. 14, "For as many as are led by 
the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God ; " and 
of the others who are not sons of God, in John 
viii. 42-47, we read these plain and terribly 
caustic words from the lips of the Eedeemer 
Himself, "Jesus said, K God were your Father, 
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ye would love me: for I proceeded forth and 
came from Q-od; neither came I of myself, but 
He sent me. Why do ye not understand my 
speech? Even because ye cannot hear my word. 
Te are oi your father the devil, and the lusts of 
your father ye will do. He was a murderer 
from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, 
because there is no truth in him. "When he 
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he 
is a liar, and the father of it. And because I 
tell you the truth, ye believe me not. Which of 
you convinceth me of sin? And if I say the 
truth, why do ye not believe me? He that is 
of God heareth God's words : ye therefore hear 
them not, because ye are not of Ood^ And in 
John iii. 10, "In this the children of God are 
manifest, and the children of the devil." And 
in Prov. xvi, 4, it is written, " The Lord hath 
made all for Himself: yea, even the wicked for 
the day of evil." 

These two classes are alluded to as distinct, 
and called by many names, such as sheep and 
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goalH, wheat and tares: here they mix and 
are allowed to grow together. 

Up to a certaiu point we may distinguish them: 
for it is written, "by their fruits ye shall know 
thorn;" but even here, however bad the fruits 
are, we know not but that the grace of God 
may yet reach and save the worst: for mercy is 
ofFored to the very "chief" of sinners, and, 
while there is life, there is hope. Nor can man's 
judgment unerringly define even what that cer- 
tain point is, much less advance one step beyond 
it. Severe to ourselves, we ought ever to be 
charitable towards others : when we know that 
the best have many shortcomings to deplore, 
and that the worst ofben exhibit traits of good- 
ness, in certain directions, from which Christians 
might profitably learn. 

Ilence no man, without incurring the direct 
sin of disobedience to God, can, on any pre- 
text whatever, withhold the gospel offer from 
any man. The commanded duty, so far as 
human agency is concerned, clearly is, to pro- 




claim it to all, without a single reservation: 
and we also know that all are commanded to 
accept it. 

Heavenward, however, there is, and can be, no 
dubiety at all, as to who are redeemed; for "all 
things are naked and opened unto the eyes of 
Him with whom we have to do;" "and shall 
not the Judge of all the earth do right?" 

In Hebrews x. 1-8, the sacrifices of the law 
are shown to prefigure Christ. They were 
many, His was one; they could "never take 
away sins," His took away all the sins of all His 
people, to be remembered no more at all. 
Verse 9th, "Then said He, Xo, I come to do Thy 
will, O God. He taketh away the first [cove- 
nant] that He may establish the second, by the 
which will we are sanctified, through the offer- 
ing of the body of Jesus Christ onoefor all" 
Q^for air* is supplemented here, and is not in the 
original). 

Observe in the following verses (12-14) that 
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while the Sedeemer's one offering ''hath per- 
fected forever tliem that are sanctified^* He "fop 
ever sat down on the right hand of God; from 
henceforth expecting till Ma enemiet he made his 
footstooV Of this perfecting and expectation 
(ver. 15) "The Holy Ghost also is a witness to 
us:" ver. 16-23, "This is the covenant that I 
will make with them afber those days, saith the 
Lord, I will put my laws into their heart, and 
in their minds will I write them; and their sins 
and iniquities will I rememher no more. . . 
Having, therefore, brethren, boldness to enter 
into the holiest hy the blood of Jesus, by a new 
and living way, which He hath consecrated for 
us, through the veil, that is to say. His flesh; 
and having an high priest over the house of 
God; let us draw near with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 
from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed 
with pure water. Let us hold fast the pro- 
fession of our faith without wavering; for he 
is faithful that promised." 



The Eedeemed having been purchased by the 
blood of Christ, are temples, dwelt in by the 
Holy G-host sent of God ; and are no longer their 
own, but God's: "For ye are bought with a 
price ; therefore glorify God in your body, and 
in your spirit, which are God's," 1 Cor. vi. 20. 
" Fear thou not : for I am mth thee ; be not 
dismayed, for I am thy God," Isa. xli. 10. 
" Fear not : for I have redeemed thee, I have 
called thee hy thy name; thou art mine," Isa. 
xliii. 1. 

The church (or the redeemed) is also every- 
where represented as Christ's. "Christ also 
loved the church and gave Himself for it; that 
He might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the word, that he might pre- 
sent it to himself di, glorious church, not having 
spot, or wrinMe, or any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and without blemish," Eph. v. 25. 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, — ^Three-in-One, 
and equal in power and glory, — ^are eternally at 
one, in purpose and work, both in regard to 
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Creation and Bedemption. "There are three 
that bear record in heaven, the Pather, the 
"Word, and the Holy Grhost : and these three 
arc one," 1 John v. 7. The Bedeemer, who 
declared, "I and my Eather are one," says, "Lo 
I come to do ihy willy O God;** and, of the 
Saviour's continual intercession for us to the 
Father, it is written, " Him He heareth always : " 
and the promised Holy Spirit — ^the Comforter — 
is sent by the Father, in answer to the prayer of 
His only and well-beloved Son. This "three-fold 
cord," sustains the material universe: and saves 
our souls. 

Salvation, as set forth in G-od's word, is the 
never-failing and harmonious complement of 
redemption. Penalty cannot be exacted twice. 
The lost are not those for whom Christ died. 
He has taken all the sins of all the redeemed 
upon himself, and therefore it is impossible that 
there can be any hell for them : or that any of the 
ransomed ones should be left under Satan's 
power : that the redeemed should be unredeemed, 
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or that one of them should be lost : "for He is 
faithful that promised." 

What words of comfort, tender and strong, 
are addressed to the church by the Eather and 
by the Son: and by apostles and prophets, 
everywhere throughout God's word! The Holy 
Ghost, too, is specially designated the Com- 
forter, as in John xiv. 26. 

"Fear not, little flock ; for it is the Father's 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom." Luke 
xii. 32. "For the Lord will not forsake His 
people for His great name's sake : because it 
hath pleased the Lord to make you His people." 
1 Sam. xii. 22. "For the Lord will not cast off 
His people, neither will He forsake His inherit- 
ance." Psalm xciv. 14. "They shall not 
hunger nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun 
smite them ; for He that hath mercy on them 
shall lead them, even by the springs of water 
shall He guide them. . . . Sing, O heavens; and 
be joyful, earth; and break forth into singing, 
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O mountams: for the Lord hath comforted His 
people, and will have mercy upon His afflicted. 
But Zion said, the Lord hath forsaken me, and 
my Lord hath forgotten me. Can a woman 
forget her sucking child, that she should not 
have compassion on the son of her womb ? yea, 
they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. 
Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of 
my hands ; thy walls are continually before me. 
Isa. xHx. 10-16. " In a little wrath I hid my face 
from thee for a moment ; but with everlasting 
kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the 
Lord thy Eedeemer. For the mountaLos shall 
depart, and the hills be removed; but my kind- 
ness shall not depart from thee, neither shall 
the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the 
Lord that hath mercy on thee.*' Isa. liv. 8, 10. 
"My sheep hear My voice, and I know 
them, and they follow Me: and I give unto 
them eternal life ; and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any pluck them out of My hand. 
(The translators say "any man^'' but "man" is 
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not in the original, and needlessly weakens the 
passage in whieli the word any evidently refers 
to evil spirits.) Eead the following verse, 
without the supplements : " My Father, which 
gave Me, is greater than all; and none 
is ahle to pluck out of My Father's hand.** 
John X. 27-29. " "Who shall also confirm you 
unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, 
by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of 
His Son Jesus Christ our Lord." 1 Cor i. 8, 9. 
" Being confident of this very thing, that He 
which hath begun a good work in you will per- 
form it until the day of Jesus Christ." Phil. i. 6. 

These blessings are vouchsafed, to those who 
believe, alike by Father and Son. Eead &al. i 
3-5, " Grace be to you and peace from God the 
Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
gave Simselfiov our sins, that he might deliver 
us from this present evil world, according to the 
will of God a/nd ov/r Father : to whom be glory 
for ever and ever. Amen.*' 
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Verily the Lord Jesus came, in perfect covenant 
accord with the other two persons of the Holy- 
Trinity, expressly **to save sinners,'^ and He does 
save them. There is no dubiety about His salva- 
tion of the redeemed: the ultimate result is cer- 
tain: nothing that would peril that — ^however 
much we may suffer from the innumerable sins, 
faults, and shortcomings incident to our imper- 
fect humanity — ^is left to chance, or to weak hu- 
man wavering and frailty. "Are not two 
sparrows sold for a farthing ? and one of them 
shall not fall to the ground without your Father. 
But the very hairs of your head are all num- 
bered." Matt. X. 29, 30. 

Christ Jesus came not to make souls vaguely 
salvable, but actually "^o save sinners;** and 
accordingly He does save every one for 
whom He died. His blood, shed for many, is 
of such infinite value that its efficacy cannot 
in any instance fail : nor would Q-od accept the 
price of a sinner's deliverance from the punish- 
ment of guilt, without delivering the sinner : 
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nor, if Christ had redeemed him, still subject 
the sinner to an eternity of punishment ; thus 
receiving payment twice for the same thing. 
Yet very many good people, who have not 
thought deeply, logically, or clearly, or perhaps 
at all, on this subject, in the light of the law and 
the testimony, bring themselves to accept such 
an untenable position: and, as a natural conse* 
quence, are apt to feel as if the restful ground of 
assurance were quaking beneath their feet; and, 
from time to time, are given despondingly to 
question even their very sonship and safety. 

Extremes meet : and the deductions of the 
clearest logical thought, carried far enough in 
the line of sanctified reasoning, perfectly eoin» 
eide with the results of the most simple and 
child-like faith. Thus all true and earnest 
seekers after God's truth, who do not stop 
short but who logically complete the circle of 
thought, sooner or later, find that Faith is only 
the continuation and perfection of Eeason. 

Let those, who are anxious and perplexed be- 



cause they cannot solve the insoluble, remember 
that there are Divine mysteries and depths 
which no human thought can ever, even in 
heaven, hope to fathom : but that by the diligent 
searching of the Scriptures, and the accompany- 
ing illumination of the Holy Spirit, we may 
therein continually find hidden treasure; and 
apprehend much that we cannot comprehend. 

Observe that while the gospel invitation — 
the command to come — ^is freely addressed 
to all, the fact remains that there are those 
who mil come, and those who will not. 

Another fact clearly revealed in Scripture is, 
that those who come are enabled to do so by the 
grace of Qod : for a depraved and sinful nature 
cannot originate even the wish to come to a 
holy Q-od; while, on the other hand, those who 
worCt come are held responsible for their wicked 
will: and are justly condemned for positive 
hatred to Qod, and the deliberate rejection of 
Ohrist, and of all that is good. 
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If "eternal life" be "the gift of aod,"— and 
it w His gift, through Christ Jesus — "the 
wages of sin is death." 

All are sinners, and all deserve death ; but 
tahy some are saved by Christ's blood, while 
others are lost; and what determined the 
difference in the Divine procedure, are hidden 
mysteries which may be safely left with the 
Holy Trinity. Man must leave them there; 
what the Scriptures reveal as facts we are 
bound to receive ; and also to believe and ac- 
quiesce in His unerring wisdom, love, justice, 
and righteousness, towards all His creatures. 

It is self-evident that human will does not 
determine, nor does human reason explain, why 
one man should be bom in Dahomey, and an- 
other in England; or into what stage of the 
world's history his lot should be cast : why in 
London one child should be left to grow up a 
city- Arab, and another possess all the advantages 
to be derived from right up-bringing, and the 
training of godly parents and teachers. Nor 
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can we, on any merely human hypotheses, account 
for and satisfactorily explain all the strange 
varieties and vicissitudes of environment and 
influence, good or bad, to which different indi- 
viduals are subjected. Yet the fact remains, 
that there are very marked differences between 
the lot of one, and the lot of another; that 
one seems to start fair, with every advantage 
on his side; and another apparently under every 
conceivable outward disadvantage. Every rule 
has exceptions ; and, although we know that the 
race is not always to the swift nor the battle 
to the strong, and that the first may be last and 
the last first; yet, on the theory of human pro- 
babilities, he, who has the more favourable op- 
portunities, has, so to speak, the better chance. 
Still, after making all needful allowance for 
the human improvement of circumstances, 
which is an important element, — although even 
such modifications are also overruled, for 

" There's a divinity that shapes our ends. 
Rough-hew them how we will," — 
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the existence of these primary differences un- 
questionably exhibits the exercise of Q-od*s 
Bovereignty: which exercise necessarily extends 
to growth and results, as well as to beginnings. 
Yet in higher and more momentous matters, — 
such, for example, as Q-od's sovereignty in Be- 
demption — many stumble at what is inconsistent 
with their view of what ought to be God's idea 
of right and justice in dealing with men, and, 
for that reason alone, reject it altogether: where- 
as, the principle of selection is manifested every- 
where around us — in matter, life, or force — and 
pervades the universe, from the chemical aflSnity 
of atoms, up to love, human and Divine. 

When Jlnite man forgets that it is not given 
him here, or even hereafter, to fathom the in- 
finite depths of Q-od's love and "manifold wis- 
dom,"andto comprehend the Infinite — although 
His justice shall be made clear to all, and be ad- 
mitted by all — ^what, in such a mood, can he hope 
or expect to find, but inexplicable mystery ? 
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Verily "His ways are not as our ways, neither 
are His thoughts as our thoughts." 

G-od*s soyereignty is sometimes mistakenly 
alluded to as if it were something counter to 
reason, and quite arbitrary ; something with 
which, if not daringly pronounced unjust, 
justice has had little to do, and love still less ; 
and, as if it pertained to the Pather alone, 
and not equally to the other Persons of the 
Holy Trini^! 

God*s sovereignty centres in love; Grace to 
sinners is its highest manifestation: "G-od is 
love." And, although quite transcending 
the grasp of our limited powers of understand- 
ing, we are reasonably asked and expected 
to believe that His sovereignty is the embodi- 
ment of absolute and eternal wisdom; and 
therefore in perfect accord with His love and 
justice, truth and reason, goodness and glory. 

The Deity chiefly operates by means of his 
revealed will: by the influences of the Holy 
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Spirit: and by the ordinary dealings, or more 
special leadings, of providence. In such oper- 
ation, He both influences men directly, and also 
employs angelic or human instrumentalities, 
to fulfil His loving and gracious covenant 
purposes — ^purposed in Christ Jesus "before 
the foundation of the world." 

The command has gone forth to proclaim 
the gospel to all: and that is clearly a 
Christian duty, which may not be modified or 
set aside. Noah was a preacher of righteous- 
ness, sent to the old world which was whelmed. 
Jonah preached to Nineveh, and it repented. 
St. Paul says in 1 Cor. iii. 6, 7, "I have planted, 
Apollos watered ; but God gave the increase. 
So then, neither is he that planteth anything, 
neither he that Watereth ; but G-od that giveth 
the increase." After the preaching of "the 
word of the Lord " by Paul and Barnabas, it is 
recorded, Acts xiii. 48, " and as many as were 
ordained to eternal life believed." Also in 
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Acts ii. 47, "And the Lord added to the church 
daily such as should be saved." 

Of the sum of all such m-gatherings, as viewed 
by the Eedeemer, we read in Isaiah liii. 11, 
"He shall see of the travail of his soul, and be 
satisfied; by his knowledge shall my righteous 
servant justify many; for he shall bear their 
iniquities.'* Surely it does not become us, 
with our limited human knowledge, to question 
or be dissatisfied with thatwhich satisfies the Lord 
Jesus, and which, in the depths of infinite love 
and Divine wisdom, the G-odhead has arranged! 

When our Saviour was asked (Luke xiii. 23), 
"Lord, are there few that be saved?" His 
answer was, " Strive to enter in at the straight 
gate." That is a practical lesson for our good: 
showing that we should not indulge in bewilder- 
ing doubts, puzzle too much over curious 
questions, or pursue morbid self-analysis to 
the verge of despair; but, laying aside all such 
sickly fancies, in His strength, at once set about 
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earnest work for the Master — ^do something; 
"strive!" Action dissipates doubt-mists very 
speedily — clears the way, and lets in light. 

If, when you wish to think, feel, or do rightly, 
your own strength be found utter weakness; 
your load of sin heavy; and your faith faint 
and dim ; still do not be downcast ; rather take 
courage at being thus mercifully compelled to 
turn arway from weak sinful self, to Him that 
is "mighty to save: *' for, rest assured, it is Q-od's 
light shining into your heart that alone enables 
you so to see your depravity, and to feel your 
absolute need of Christ. " They that are whole 
need not a physician, but they that are sick.'* 

As the Israelites, who raised their eyes to look 
on the brazen serpent, were all healed, however 
sorely stung and however feeble and languid 
their gaze ; so is it here, with the believer and 
the crucified One. If we would be healed and 
made glad, — ^let us "Behold the Lamb of Q-od ! " 
Bemember that it is written of our Saviour, "A 
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bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking 
flax shall he not quench." (Isa. xlii. 3.) 

Eemember, also, that the gospel invitation 
is fuU and free, and addressed, speciallj and in- 
diyiduaUj, to all that hear, without any exception 
whatever : and that all, thus entreated and 
commanded to come, are culpable if they refuse. 

The great sacrifice is of infinite value : and 
while, on the one hand, there is no salvation 
apart from Christ's precious blood; on the other, 
''no man perishes for want of an atonement." * 
Supposititious cases, have sometimes been put, 

* The great Protestant and much misrepresented Synod of Dort, 
(1618-1619) attended by selected representatives from the Nether- 
lands, England, Scotland, the Palatinate, Switzerland, Nassan, 
East Friesland, and Bremen,— agreeing in the main with St 
Angustine,— re-asserted its belief in the Bible doctrines of " Par- 
ticular Redemption," the "Perseverance of the Saints," and also that 
" No man perishes for want of an Atonement" The latter tmth 
is as much part of a (so called) Calvinist's belief, as predestination. 
Indeed the one is the necessary complement of the other: and 
both these great truths are clearly taught in Scripture. 

Human creeds, confessions, or synodical deliverances, are of no 
value whatever, except in so fiur as they are founded on, and 
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of persons earnestly seeking salvation, and in 
God's own way too, without finding it : simply 
because they are shut out by God, and debarred 
from obtaining it. There is not, and never was, 
such a case : nor, while Gk)d's truth stands, can 
there ever be. The whole supposition, both in 
regard to G-od and man, is absurdly erroneous; 
and as false in theory as it is invariably found 
to be in experience. The promise stands 
written, ** Seek and ye shall find, knock and it 
shall be opened unto you." 

True : that which influences the will, and 
enables a man to come and live, is entirely the 



agreeable to, the Word of God; for the ultimate appeal in all 
such cases is "to the law and to the testimony." 

Where opinion, however, is divided as to the interpretation or 
scope of Scriptnre teaching, in certain important directions, and 
heresies like fungi crop up, as they often do, and overspread a 
particular age or section of a church ; then written explanations, 
of the sense in which the Scripture truths in question are regarded 
by those subscribing such documents, become necessary. I grant 
that all such explanations, however necessary they at times may 
be, are evils; but they are evils incident to a divided state of 
opinion;, and I earnestly long for, and fain would see, the time 
when the Church universal shall be all "of one mind;" and 
when God*8 "will " shall '*be done on earth, as it is in Heaven.** 



gift of God's free grace; but, on the other 
hand, that which hinders or negatives his 
coming is, as certainly, the outcome of man's 
depraved nature, when led captive of the Devil 
"at his will." In such cases "cannot come" 
should be read "will not come" ; for the fore- 
knowledge and righteous predestination of the 
Omniscient and Almighty Creator of heaven 
and earth in no way bar, or interfere with, the 
the perfect freedom of any man's will to choose 
the right path; nor do they, in any degree, 
relieve him of the positive obligation to exercise 
his will aright: this is clearly involved in moral 
responsibility. Prom such responsibility man 
cannot escape : for the freedom of the will does 
not, never did, and never can include a right to 
do wrong; there is no source whatever from 
which such a right could be derived : the very 
phrase is in itself a contradiction. 

The Q-ospel offer is full and free, and it can- 
not be too often repeated that all who hear are 
commanded to accept it: and that all those, 
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who will not, are justly held guilty for their 
rejection of it, in the sight of Him who has 
said, " Oast away from you all your transgres- 
sions, whereby you have transgressed; and 
make you a new heart and a right spirit : for 
why will you die, O house of Israel ? Por I 
have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, 
saith the Lord Q-od: wherefore turn yourselves, 
and live ye." (Ezek. xviii. 31, 32.) "Let him 
that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely." (Eev. ixii. 17.) 

This scheme of salvation through the blood 
of Christ gradually unfolded itself to man in 
the sacred writings: the predictions of the pro- 
phets ever becoming clearer, fuller, and more 
definite, adown the ages, from the first promise 
in G-enesis, that the Seed of the woman should 
bruise the serpent's head, till, in the fuhiess of 
the time. He came who fulfilled the law ; He, to 
whom all the sacrifices pointed, and of whom 
all the prophets spake. He assumed our nature 
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— aod manifest in the flesh— and willingly and 
fully implemented His part in the Coyenant 
of Grace by humbling Himself and becoming 
obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross. So utterly did our Lord empty Himself 
of self, that He, in whom all fulness dwelt, 
when suffering in our room, as a substitute 
for us, cried out to the Pather for help. 

The Pather declared, "This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased: hear ye Him ; " 
and when the dying Saviour exclaimed on the 
cross, "It is finished," justice was satisfied, fully 
and for ever, atonement made, the infinite love 
of the Triune God displayed, the greatest pro- 
blem in the universe solved, and the glorious 
work of Eedemption completed. 

It is written, "The wages of sin is death, but 
the gift of God is eternal life." All have sinned, 
therefore salvation must be accepted as a free 
gift which cannot be wrought for. That passage, 
so often misapplied, "work out your own salva- 
tion," is addressed only to those who believe, 
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and not to unbelievers at all; this is clearly 
shown by the context, which adds, "for it is 
Gk)d which worketh in you, both to will and to 
do of His good pleasure." Observe too in this 
connection, it is not written, "If thou wilt re- 
turn unto me I will redeem thee;" but "I have 
redeemed thee, therefore return unto me. (Isa. 
xliv. 22.) 

No man ever yet could keep the law, even in 
its letter ; and, as I have already shown, Gtoi 
takes cognizance of thought and motive as well 
as of word and deed: so that it is simply impos- 
sible for any mere man to do it; and although 
he could succeed, even the keeping of the law 
would not now save him, because it has already 
been broken. 

Sincere comparative obedience, or obeying as 
far as we can, will not satisfy law which demands 
entire and perfect obedience; law is either kept 
or broken. "For whosoever shall keep the 
whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is 
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guilty of all." (James ii. 10). Therefore, it is 
clear that if salyation depended on our own 
performance of duty — our own consciences be- 
ing lefb to judge — ^all would inevitably come 
short of heaven. Thank God it does not! The 
whole work has already been done for us by 
Christ, whose spotless righteousness, perfect 
obedience, and precious blood shed for us, is 
sufficient for the remission of all our sins. 

The thought, that any works of ours can aid 
Christ in saving us, is simply human pride over- 
valuing self, and undervaluing Christ's finished 
work. Gh)od works follow in the train of con- 
version, and flow from love and gratitude, as 
fruits of the new life. His righteousness is all- 
sufficient : and all those who believe it to be so 
can safely and truly say, we are bought with 
a price, His precious blood, and are ** sons of 
God, heirs of the promises, and joint-heirs with 
Christ." 



He has made the gospel plan of salvation so 
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simple, and the way so plain, tliat a child may 
walk therein; strong in His strength who first 
loved us, and encouraged by the Saviour's words, 
'* Suffer little children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not; for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven." 

The very simplicity of the gospel causes it 
to be a stumbling block; on the one hand, to 
those who trust largely to forms, rites and cere- 
monies, and view the church (by which they mean 
their own sect — or rather its, so called, priests), 
as a mediator between the world and Christ ; 
and, on the other, to those who regard human 
Eeason itself as the ultimate and infallible 
standard by which to try, fathom, measure and 
gauge the DiA^ine and the Infinite. The gospel 
also repek those who blindly deny the substitu- 
tionary nature of Christ's death, and who main- 
tain the melancholy impossibility and fatal de- 
lusion, that man can save himself, by simply 
following Christ's great example of self-denial ; 
each individual, Hke Him, taking up his own 
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cross, and, in this way, meritoriously atoning 
his life to Gk)d. 

Indeed, to all who frame for themselres any 
scheme of salvation other than that which is 
rerealed in GK)d's blessed Word, as the onhf way 
— salvation through Jesus Christ — ^the simple 
gospel plan will seem "foolishness.*' " Yet yc 
say, The way of the Lord is not equal, O ye 
house of Israel, I will judge you every one 
after his ways." (Ezek. xxidii. 20.) 

"Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the 
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me." (John xiv. 6). "Neither 
is there salvation in any other: for there is 
none other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved.'* (Acts iv. 12). 
"For GU)d so loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.'* (John iii. 16). "Greater love hath no 
man than this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends." (John xv. 18). "Gome unto me, 
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all ye that labour and are Iieayj laden, and I 
will give you rest.'* (Mat. zi. 28). ''Ask, and 
it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you.** (Mat. 
vii. 7). 

In G-od's word Election stands, clearly set 
forth: and so does the free G-ospel offer: 
along with the responsibility of man for his 
depraved will. The wind winnows and separates 
the chaff from the wheat. Is any reader troubled 
about election ; and wondering if he shall or may 
be saved? Let him puzzle himself no longer, 
but simply say, — ^I am a sinner, and sinners are 
not only permitted but eomnumded of Gk)d to 
come. That is my warrant and I need no other. 
Chri8t*8 finished Righteousness is my title to 
glory: the sanctification of the Spirit will make 
me meet for it, and enable me henceforth to 
devote what remains of my life — ^body, soul, and 
spirit — ^wholly to God's service instead of 
Satan's. Therefore I come asking pardon and 
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peace through Christ, who died for me: who 
has promised to give me rest, however weary or 
] [heayj laden I^am with sin or suffering ; and ^ 
who has again and again said that, if I seek, I 
shall assuredly find. 

I belieYe]|^this: and lore Him who first 
lored me. I have G-od's word for it: and 
the Holy Spirit's own preface, indorsation, 
and commentary on the fact " that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinnerSf^' makes 
assurance doubly sure. Note that it is intro- 
duced by the remarkable declaration, calling for 
deepest reverence and attention, — **This is a 
faitJ^l saying and worthy of all acceptation^*^ and 
it is the very central marvel of the universe, that 
"Chbist Jesus game nrro the wobld to save 

8INNEBS, OP WHOM I AM CHIEF." It mUSt be 

true, for G-od himself says so : and why should I 
question it? He also declares that it is worthy 
of all acceptance : and why then should I not at 
once accept it? 

"K we receive the witness of men, the witness 
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of God is greater : for this is the witness of God 
which he hath testified of his Son. Ho that 
believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in 
himself: ho that believeth not God hath made 
him a liar ; because he believeth not the record 
that God gave of his Son. And this is the 
record, that God hath given to us eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son. He that hath the 
Son hath life ; and he that hath not the Son of 
God hath not life." (1 John v. 9-12). 

Thus we have, not only the Father's pro- 
mises, and the Holy Spirit's testimony, but also 
the Son's own word, on which to rest our faith. 
"If it were not so I would have told you": 
how assuringly tender, and yet gently reproach- 
ful, are these loving and intensely human words 
of our Lord to His disciples, who were too often 
prone to weakness and doubt. Observe how 
He, who could not mislead, reminds them that 
they ought surely to hi^ve known Him better ; 
and trusted that He, who knew all things, would 
not have allowed them to remain even under a 



"I" 



61t THE BEABONABLENESS 

wrong impression, much less to misunderstand 
the scope of His teaching. Here, on the one 
side, we have the very ideal of friendly inter- 
course, based on perfect truthfulness and 
transparency of character, trustful confidence, 
considerateness and delicacy: and all these com- 
bined in a measure and degree to be found no- 
where else. What condescension on the part 
of our Lord and Master to say, "If it were 
not so, I would have told you " ! and how, after 
this declaration, ean any one doubt His word, 
who, in the quaint but reverent words of "old 
honest Decker,** was emphatically 

"The first troe gentleman that ever breathed ! '* 



The earnest wish to come proves that Jesus 
first loved the sinner, and that the Father draws 
him, and works in him, both to will and to do 
of His good pleasure, by the Holy Spirit: and 
he need no more doubt either Gk)d's will, power, 
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or truth. He who hath begun, will assuredly 
also complete, the good work. 

The simple fact of believing and coming, prac- 
tically solves all the mystery so far as he is con- 
cerned: and he may rest in safety, progress 
in knowledge towards the perfect day, and, 
finding the comfort and blessed rest of assur- 
ance, boldly say, ''Who shall lay anything to 
the charge of God's elect? It is G-od that 
justifieth." " Eejoicing in the strength of thy sal- 
vation,** he can now add, with St. Paul, "Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? . . Nay in 
all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us. Eor I am persuaded 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of G-od, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.'* (Eom. viii. 86, 37, 38, 39). "And 



we know that we are of G-od, and the whole 
world lieth in wickedness. And we know that 
the Son of Gh)d is come, and hath given us an 
understanding^ that we may know Hnc that is 
true, and we are in Sim that is true, even in 
His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true Gh)d, 
and eternal life." (1 John y. 19, 20). «In this 
was manifested the love of GK)d toward us, be- 
cause that G-od sent His only begotten Son into 
the world, that we might live through him. 
Herein is love, not that we loved GK)d, but that 
He loYod us, and sent His Son to be the propi- 
tiation for our sins. Beloved, if Gtoi so loved 
us, we ought to love one another. . . Serehy 
know we that we dwell in Sim^ and He in us^ 
because He hath given us of His Spirit. . • 
The Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of 
the world. Whosoever shall confess that Jesus 
is the Son of G-od, God dwelleth in him, and he 
in God. And we have known and believed the 
love that God hath to us. God is love. . . 
There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth 
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out fear: because fear hath torment. He that 
feareth is not made perfect in lore. We love 
Him, because He first lored us." (1 John iv. 
9-19). "To the only wise Gk)d our Saviour, be 
glory and majesty, dominion and power, both 
now and erer. Amen.'* (Jude 25.) 



Pray forgive my writing so much, for we are 
old friends, and the subject is a very important 
one to every one of us; for we have all indi- 
vidually to deal with it. There is no escape 
from it ; we must either die believers or unbe- 
lievers — ^be saved or lost, and that eternally. 

If I have, inadvertently, said anything calcu- 
lated to wound or offend, I know you will believe 
me, when I say that I have no such intention ; 
but earnestly wish to give you all the help I 
can towards attaining true rest and peace. 

In this direction, I would again remind you 
that simple, earnest, believing Fbayeb, breathed 
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or uttered, to God, for things according to His 
will, presented at the Throne of Glrace for 
Christ's sake, and in dependence on help from 
the Holj Spirit, is always certain to be heard 
and answered. 

To approach the Almighty Euler of the 
Universe, in this his own appointed way, and 
at all times, is not only our high privilege, but 
it is a commanded duty, which we cannot neglect 
without the sin of direct disobedience. 

It is written : " Seek the Lord and his 
strength, seek his face continually." (1 Chron. 
xvi. 11.) " And He spake a parable unto them 
to this end, that men ought always to pray and 
not to faint." (Luke xviii. 1.) " Pray without 
ceasing." (1 Thess. v. 17.) 

Nor is such human prayer alone ; it is ac- 
companied by the intercession of the Holy 
Spirit, and also by that of the Son ; for we 
read, " Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our 
infirmities: for we know not what we should 
pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself 



OP FAITH. 



69 



maketh intercession for us with groanings whicli 
cannot be uttered. And he that searcheth the 
hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, 
because he maketh intercession for the saints, 
according to the will of G-od." (Horn. viii. 20, 
27.) 

Observe how, as a result of the Spirit's 
teaching, David prays for light and guidance, 
leaving his times entirely in Grod's hands : 
" Shew me thy ways, O Lord ; teach me thy 
paths. Lead me in thy truth, and teach me : 
for thotj art the God of my salvation ; on thee 
do I wait all the day." (Psa. xxv. 4, 5.) 

Precious promises and encouragements, con- 
nected with Prayer, illuminate and brighten 
every page of Q-od's Word. Here are a few : 
" The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon 
him in truth. He will fulfil the desire of them 
that fear him ; he also will hear their cry, and 
will save them." (Psa. cxlv. 18, 19.) " But if 
from thence thou shalt seek the Lord thy God, 
thou shalt find him, if thou seek him with all 
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thy heart, and with all thy souL" (Deut. iv. 29.) 
''And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in 
prayer, beKeving, ye shall receive." (Matt. ixL 
22.) " K ye abide in me, and my words abide 
in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall 
be done unto you." (John xv. 7.) " In all thy 
ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy 
paths." (Prov. iii. 6.) "Call unto me, and I will 
answer thee, and show thee great and mighty 
things, which thou knowest not." (Jer. xxdii. 3. 
"Again I say unto you, That if two of you 
shall agree on earth as touching anything that 
they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my 
Pather which is in heaven. Por where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, there 
am I in the midst of them." (Mat. xviii. 19, 20.) 
"Delight thyself also in the Lord: and he shall 
give thee the desires of thine heart. Commit 
thy way unto the Lord: trust also in him; and 
lie shall bring it to pass." (Ps. xxxvii. 4, 5.) 
'And it shall come to pass, that before they 
call, I will answer: and while they are yet 
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speaking, I will hear." (Isa. Ixv. 24.) The 
apostle Paul, in quoting this passage, prefixes 
a comment: *^JBut Esaias is very hold, and saith, 
I was found of them that sought me not: I was 
made manifest to them that asked not after 
me." (Eom. x. 20.) 

With such clear invitations, commands, en- 
couragement and help, to Prayer — ^from the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost — "Let us therefore 
come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need." (Heb. iv. 16.) Earnestly ask for more 
faith, and it shall assuredly be given unto you! 

Paith is the gift of Q-od: Christ is the author 
and finisher of our Paith : and it is conferred on 
us, along with other precious gifts, by the Holy 
Ghost. Paith is spiritual vision; the eye of 
the soul: The Holy Spirit, for Christ's sake, 
fills it with God's light ; and we discern heavenly 
things. Lord increase our Paith! 

In a word : to enable you effectually to con- 
quer and dispel all doubts or diflficulties, of any 
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kind, that may remain lurking in your mind ; 
or that may, from time to time, openly arise 
and face you ; let me earnestly entreat of you 
to ask, expecting to receive, the promised gift 
of The Holy Spibit ; who, in that case, will 
assuredly come, sent by the Father for Christ's 
sake, and, in full measure, give you the very 
strength, light, and guidance which you need. 

As it was the function of The Holy Ghost, 
the third Person of the Trinity — ^who, as well 
as the Father and the Son, is omnipotent, 
omnipresent, omniscient; the Creator of the 
world, and of all things therein; and who, as 
the Comforter, comes and dwells in His people — 
to reveal, at sundry times and in divers man- 
ners, Q-od's will, word, and truth, by means of 
holy men, prophets, and apostles, in the sacred 
volume of inspiration; so, ever living, it is still 
His special function and work to "bring to re- 
membrance," and apply these truths savingly to 
our hearts; to "take of the things that are 
Christ's and to show them unto us." It is His 
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to illuminate, quicken, and sanctify, through 
the sprinkling of Christ's blood upon the heart; 
that thence may spring up those precious gifts 
and graces which are specially called "the fruits 
of the spirit;" and, among these fruits, we find 
enumerated, "Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, and Faith." Gal. v. 22. 

Prayerfully read Q-od's own word, ponder such 
passages as I have noted for you — ^the Bible is 
full of them — ^ask the Holy Spirit to accompany 
the reading with power: and, as if scales fell 
from your eyes, as you ascend nearer God, all 
will become clear and plain before you: doubts 
and difficulties will flee away, like the morning 
mists : and you will find all your soul-atmosphere 
so peaceful, bright, and happy, that, what the 
heart is full of, the mouth will speak : and you 
will eagerly seek to call out aloud and tell 
others who are still groping below in the mist, 
that now, all is light and clear, looking heaven- 
ward from where you are; and that, having 
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yourself found Him who is the true G-uide, 
Saviour, Physician, and Friend, you want to 
bring them also to the good Master, to be healed 
and made glad. 

Happily, we are not required to trust for 
salvation to our own feeble hold of Him; but 
to His hold of us. That is our safety: for, if we 
are once laid hold of, by the strong and loving 
grasp of the right hand of the Almighty, we 
are safe, and safe for ever ; "If Q-od be for us, 
who can be against us ? " Eom. viii. 31. 

May Our Father, — ^for Jesus' sake, and by 
the influence of the Holy Ghost, the Com- 
forter who teacheth us all things, — grant that 
this sense of restful safety and joy in His 
LOYE may soon be your blessed and happy 
experience! "For of Him, and through Him, 
and to Him, are all things : to whom be glory 
for ever. Amen." Eom. xi. 36. 
"The Lord bless thee, and keep thee; the Lord 
make His face to shine upon thee, and be gra- 
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dous unto thee; the Lord lift up His coun- 
tenance upon thee, and give thee Peace." 
Num. vi. 24, 26, 26. 

I now close by transcribing a little hymn, 
which I lately wrote, as it happens to bear 
somewhat on the subject-matter of this letter. 



THE WELL IS DEEP. 
John iv. 11. 

I. 

I long for rest: — 
'Mid all this feverish, ever thickening strife, 
This breathless rush through fretting cares of life, 
Fain would I turn aside, each fight between, 
To cool parched lip and brow, by pastures green ; 
But when I stoop — too weary far for sleep — 

The WeU is Deep ! 
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n. 

I long for rest : — 
But vain, all gazing down an earthly well, 
With nought to draw ; while Sinai's awful spell 
Would make the task too heavy if I had. 
I am not bid to draw, and so am glad ; 
Henceforth I'll strive no more. 'Neath Sinai's steep, 

The Well is Deep! 

III. 

I long for rest ! 
God pours out Living Water, brought to me. 
Already drawn from Death, and offered firee, 
With bread — yea wine and milk. I drink and rest 
On Jesus Christ, my Lord and Saviour blest, 
Whose Love in perfect peace my soul shall keep : — 

The Well is Deep ! 
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OF CONSOLATION AND HOFE. 



I. 
I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE UFE. 

John xiv. 6. 

I. 

Hear Jesus say to thee, 

come! I am the Way 
To Gk)d the Father, who on Me 

Thy heavy sins did lay. 

My blood thy ransom paid, 

And mansions in the skies 
Are thine, through Me thy living aid, 

Gk)d, Priest, and Sacrifice! 
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II. 

Hear Jesus say to thoe, 

come! I am the Tbuth: 
Of shadow, type, and prophecy, 

The suhstance, fiill of ruth. 

The Truth makes free thy soul 

From Satan and from sin; 
Faith in the Truth secures the goal, 

For I have entered in! 

in. 

Hear Jesus say to thee, 

come! I am the Life; 
Though dead in sin, now quickened be, 

And face Time's long dark strife. 

Approach the Mercy-Seat, 

By Me the living Way: 
The Truth shall teach, and light thy feet, 

And Life bring perfect day! 
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n. 

NATUEE'S VOICES. 

The drowsy hmn of summer bee, 
The distant murmur of the sea, 
Or wind- waked forest minstrelsy — 

Sounds vague yet deep— find sympathies 
In listening souls; then oft arise 
Presentiments like memories ; 

And thoughts, that wander through the Past, 
Beyond the reach of words, crowd fsist, 
Whose Present is— Time, first to last. 

When, through the quivering blue of night, 
The stars of heaven shed peaceful light, 
Man's spirit seeks the Infinite; 
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Or when the full moon floods the sea 

With living glory, or when she 

Touches with bronze, tower, rock, or tree ; 

Then, Nature's voices reach the soul — 
Her mysteries an open scroll — 
We feel related to the whole ! 

Spelled by the music of the spheres, 
Whose strains are bars of myriad years, 
Unheard by *' gross unpurged ears ; 
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Arrested by dim questionings, 

Man cannot pierce the husk of things, 

Till Faith her clearer vision brings ; 

The symbol then is understood, 

As He intended that it should 

Who once pronounced all ^'very good ; " 

Instinct with meaning, star or flower. 
Wind, vrave, all creatures, hour by hour 
Proclaiming — ^Wisdom, (Goodness, Power ! 
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in. 

LINES ON SEEING A CAST OP TWO ANGELS 
BY THORWALSDEN. 

Anoblio beings, beantifdl and bright ! 

In heaven's pure light 
like vision &ir ye mildly radiant shine : 

Hail! Art divine, 
That conjures living thought trom marble cold ; 

And Artist bold, 
Who lifting reverently the veil from off the real 

Shows the ideal ! 

What placid loveliness beams on each fstce ! 

What dreamlike grace ! 
Sun-haired ; hand laid on breast; bright wings unfold 

Their downy gold : 
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While douds dissolve around in dazzling light. 

And wondrous sight 
Of glorious vistas opening into Heaven, 

To £uth is given ! 

Yes, angels are around us everywhere. 

And watch with care 
Gk)d's chosen ceaselessly, through day and night; 

For them to fight 
'Qainst fiends and wicked foes, though all unseen 

Their heavenly sheen. 
Him praise, who sendeth angels, thus to keep 

Watch, while we sleep ! 
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IV. 

THE SNOW. 

I STOOD gazing, from the window, 

On the fleecy snow 
Falling— falling — ever falling, 

Solemnly and slow ; 

And I felt that downy stillness 

To he more suhlime 
Than the thunder — flaJkes like ages 

In the lapse of time ! 

Bright sun! blue skies! Now the orchard 

Hath no air of gloom ; 
White-dothed, down-weighed branches seeming 

Laden with summer bloom : 
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Not a shroud! An eider mantle, 

Shielding earth from storm, 

Is the friendly snow ; it keepeth 

Flower and grass-blade warm ! 

So with chilly biting trials, 
Rightly understood; 

God, aye watching those that love Him, 
Worketh all for good. 



V. 

PEACE. 

John xiT. 27. 

My peace with you I leave, 

I give it unto you, 
Not as the world ; receive 

Peace, perfect, lasting, true :- 

Peace perfect, lasting, true, 
Peace lost, but found in me ; 

I purchase it anew 
By dying on the tree : — 

By dying on the tree , 

For sin the sacrifice ; 
Let hearts not troubled be, 

Or anxious fears arise : — 
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Or anxious fears arise, 
For, here, I give you rest ; 

And mansions, in the skies, 
Prepared, await the blest : — 

Prepared, await the blest : — 
With you, I still shall be. 

Who have my name confessed, 
Till you come home to me : — 

Till you come home to me, 
And to Our Father too ; 

Accept then, full and free. 
The peace I give to you : — 

The peace I give to you, 
As joy, and praise, and love, 

Shall blossom, in the new 
Bright Home — with Me — above ! 
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VI. 
THE VOICE OP THE SEA. 

I. 

Myriad-twinMing, restless sea. 
In the sunshine, gloriously 
Shimmering with flashing lights 
living, sparkling, diamond-bxight; 
From the ripple on the beach, 
Far as dazzled eye can reach — 
To Arran, Fladda, Ailsa blue, 
Where the horizon bounds the view ! 

II. 

Though now playM as a child, 
Oft Fye woo'd thee, dark and wild- 
Joyed to hear thy billows roar 
Thundering grandly on the shore. 
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Hushed in slumber, mirror-calm — 
Now the lion, now the lamb~ 
Every mood I love in thee, 
Ever changing, changeless sea ! 

III. 

For thy voice, so vague and vast, 
Whispers of the buried past — 
Or of shadowy future years 
Fraught with yearning hopes and fears 
8oul-tides linked to sun, moon, star, 
Truths, of deeper import far. 
Shining, where Faith's golden key 
Unlocks nature's mystery! 
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vn. 

THE RAINBOW. • 

FROM HBRDKR. 

SuN-BOBN I mild and lovely 

Arc of many colours. 
Over clouds dark lowering, 

Hail thee I Hope's fair image. 

Thousand-coloured sunbeams 

Guily are re&acted 
By thy veiled tears falling 

In the dusky gloaming. 

Far in yon horizon, 

Firmly rest the pillars 
Of thy arch, securely, 

On the rock-built country. 

* In the metre of the original, which Is witbont rhyma 
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With its briUiant pQIazB, 

Glows there but one doudlet 
Ah! the rainbow fedeth. 
Dim become its colours. 

Now, behold the heavens 
Change to blue: all brightly 

Beigns the sun: the meadows 
Breathe with dewy fragrance. 

Vanish! graceful o£bpring 
Of youth's lovely visions; 

Vanish! only let tiie 
Sun arise and rule me. 

Hopes are but transient colours ; 

Are but sunbeams broken ; 
Are, of tears, the children: — 

Truth's the bright sun o'er us! 
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vni. 

ONWAED. 

Thb birds are twittering in the early dawn, 
The lingering stars bum fedntly in the sky ; 

A gentle murmuring breeze sweeps o'er the lawn ; 
Day comes once more, and shadows trooping fly. 

The sun has sunk beneath the horizon's rim ; 

The stars shine out; birds all have gone to rest ; 
The busy world is hushed, yet visions swim 

Before this throbbing brain with cares oppressed. 

Vain thus, from night to mom, to lie awake, 
O'er things that might have been, but never were, 

A-brooding! DutycaUs; fresh courage take ! 
The humblest child is not beneath His care. 
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IX. 

COMPOET. 

John xiv. 16. 

I. 
Whin angmsh overwhelniB the heart 

Bereft of parents dear; 
When fiiends and gnardianfl all depart, 
These gradous accents hear, 
LoTing, tender, tme, 
"I ^nll not leave you comfortless, 
I will come to you." 

11. 
When, pressed by want, in fear you think 

Of basket and of store ; 
"He careth," why lose heart, or sink? 
For, standing at the door, 
Sayeth He, anew, 
*^I will not leave you comfortless, 
I will come to you.' 
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III. 
When lying enemies malign, 

And evil deeds are rife. 
Faint not, but trust in help Divine — 
Peace cometh after strife — 
Hear His words Hke dew, 
*'I will not leave you comfortless, 
I will come to you." 

IV. 

When Mend and lover are ^*put &x" 

Misunderstood, betrayed, 
Alone, earth dark, in heaven no star. 
Or, near, a loveless shade: — 
Strongest words are few — 
'^I will not leave you comfortless, 
I will come to you." 

V. 

When sense of sin overwhelms the soul, 

And hell-bom doubts arise. 
Which will not go, but darkling roll, 

And hide the starry skies; 
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Trust His promise tme, 
I ^will not leave you coxnf ortleBs, 
I will come to you.*' 



<t 



VI. 

When fiuls the pulse, and eyes grow dim, 

And feebler heaves each breath — 
Earth feiding fitst— Then rest on Him 
WhO) dying, conquered Death. 
Hear, and grasp, and view ; 
''I will not leave you comfortless, 
I will come to you." 

vn. 

Man, from the cradle to the grave, 

Ko comfort finds, or rest. 
But His, whose blood alone can save, 
Whose blessing maketh blest! 
Ftaying, three or two^ 
*'I will not leave you comfortless, 
I will come to you." 
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THE LORD OUB HELPER. 

I. 

Exod. XT. 19. 

Hbmiod in — armed hosts behind— on either side 

High mountain-ranges— sea before- 
Hard pressed by Egypt's Ghivaby and pride ; — 

A way was made from shore to shore; 
The Bed Sea parting, each side formed a wall 

For Israel to pass safely through ; 
Which Pharaoh's host essaying, perished all :-* 

Mighty to save, our God is true ! 

IX. 
Mark yl 47^L 
Long toiling at the oar, 'gainst wind and tide, 
Storm-tossed on life's tempestuous sea. 
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Weary and faint P In Jesus still confide ; 

Seen or unseen, He seeth thee, 
And cometh walking on the sea : now hear 

His voice — ^'tis I, be not afraid, 
Or troubled longer— be thou of good cheer :-^ 

Entering thy ship — ^the winds are laid ! 

III. 
John XX. 28. 

Perplexed and anxious still P Where is my Lord P 

I cannot hear His voice, or see 
His &ce — ! that He would but speak one word 

Of loving peace and joy to me ! 
So spake His followers, in the olden days ; 

He heard and answered even their thought, 
Stood in their midst, doors being shut. Amaze 

Might fill all hearts His blood hath bought, 
To think one doubt or fear could ever prove 

A veil to hide from us our Saviour^s love I 
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XI. 

BLESSINGS IN DISGUISfi. 
Firtt Voice. 

The chilly night-'winds moan 

In dirges weird and lone 

O'er joys for ever gone. 

Palled shapes gHde dmnbly b j. 
Grim phantoms beckoning fly 
Athwart the ^^arTrliTig sky 
Of memoiy ! 

Second Voice, 

Though sorrow shade thy years 
And lifb set dark in tears, 
Another mom appears. 
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Vain to expect Bimziae 
In £Eiding western akies-* 
Tun to the East thine eyes 
For destinieB ! 

lirtt Voiee, 

Ab Hesper Mm away, 
XJp-gloaming, through the grey. 
Light quickenfl into day. 

Oh, blessed friendly light! 
In phantom shapes of nig^ 
I hail now with delight 

God's angels brig^! 



i 
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xn. 

ASPIRATION AND DUTY. 

Oh! what Ib earth to those who long 
For higher, holier, nobler things P 

I'd soar aloft, on burning song, 
Amid the rush of spirit- wings ! 

But hush, fond heart ! while here below, 
At duty's call, fulfil thy &te; 

And humbly, onward— upward go. 
So shalt thou enter Heaven's gate ! 
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XIII. 
NIGHT AND MORNING. 

LoBD ! in love and mercy save hb, 

For our trust is all in Thee ; 
In that cleansing fountain, lave us. 

Which alone can make us free ! 

Weary, life's rough billows breasting, 
Through the long, lone, dismal night. 

Grant that, calmly on Thee resting. 
We may wait for morning light ; 

When, the sun shall shine forth, bringing 
Peace, with healing on his wings ; 

And — all sadness changed to singing — 
Thirst be slaked in living springs. 
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Lord ! we pray, and know Thou hearest, 

For Thy promises are true ; 
Grant the heart- wish that is dearest; 

He who knows can also do ! 

What tho* night-hlack storms of sorrow, 
Chafing, blind our eyes with tears P 

Joy, we know, comes with the morrow, 
For our Heavenly Father hears ; 

Hears, and shall not, more or longer, 
Try us, than our strength can hear — 

Lift the cross, or make us stronger : — 
Trust all to His loving care ! 

Change, O Lord ! — we pray in meekness — 

Israel's wail to Miriam's song : 
Feeling our own utter weakness, 

Let us in Thy strength be strong! 
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XIV. 



CHBBxL 



Oh! ahut not out the light of God, 
Within — around — above thee ; 

life's darkest lanes haye sky o'erhead, 
Look up — Ohb there doth love thee I 



Look up with true and humble hearts 

No self-trust can avail thee — 
Shall He who suffered — ^bore a part 

Of eveiy sorrow fidl thee P 

Bestir thyself ! work while ' tis day- 
Blest, though the world should hate thee 

Fulfilling duty— work and pray. 
And gladness shall await thee ! 
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XV. 

COME AND SEE. 

John L 35—42. 

I. 
Near Jordan's ford 
Stood John, with two 
Of his disciples, looking on the Lord, 
Who, as he walked in silence past, 
No look of recognition cast; 
For, sometimes, He who all things knew 
Tried the true! 

II. 
O herald word, 
So great and free! 
<< Behold the Lamb of God! "— Li faith they heard. 
And followed Jesns, who then turned 
And saw them coining. Their hearts burned 
Thus to be met; In love said He 
"What seek ye?" 
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III. 
Love cannot rest 
Till near it be; 
'' Master, where dwellest Thou? " The yearning breast 
He read, for He was very Qx)d; 
He did not name the new abode, 
But said — all loving-kindness He — 
"Come and see!" 

IV. 

They came and saw, 
And all that day 
Abode with Him, for it was late. Strange awe, 
In marvelling hush, should meet such love! 
This Jesus, Lord of all above, 
Their host, in cot of wood or clay! — 
'Twas His way! 

V. 

One of the two — 
Andrew by name — 
Who heard John speak, and followed Him the True, 
First found his brother, saying, we 
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Have found the Christ; this same is He! 
And, bringing him, to Jesus came: — 
Do the same! 

VI. 

What bliss to rest 
With Him below! 
To be His own invited guest; 
To hear Him tell of realms above, 
And feel His hand out-streaming love! 
Those gracious words, that spirit-flow, 
None here know! 

VII. 

But each may come 
And welcomed be, 
By this same Jesus, to His Heavenly home, 
Who shed His blood our souls to save. 
And gives whatever good we crave. 
"Behold the Lamb of God!" "Ho ye!" 
"Come and see!" 
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XVI. 
HOPE. 

Weep not, mourner, dry thy tears 
Though round thee all he darkling ; 
Though overwhelmed with gloomy fears, 

No star o'er thee sparkling ! 

That is aye the darkest hour, 
Before grey Dawn, awaking. 
Dispels the dingy clouds that lower ; 

Mom will soon he hreaking. 

From rain-clouds, hright sunbeams dart, 
Which, hlack, seemed overcasting ; 
Cheer up, then, thy weary heart. 

Storm will not he lasting ; 

Should the fluttering pulse tell theo 
Of feeble strength declining : — 
Lo ! upon Death's mist- veil, see 

The Rainbow, brightly shining ! 
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XVII. 
SPRING SONG. 

Old Winter flieth to the north 

With his icy cold ; 
Crocuses are peeping forth — 

Lilac, saf&on, gold. 

The sap stirs 'neath the sun's warm ray, 
Quickening with the Spring ; 

Buds are bursting on each spray, 
Birds begin to sing. 

Fair blossoms crown the lichened rocks, 

Gleaming in the sun ! 
Fields are dotted white with flocks, 

Where clear waters run. 
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The swallows twittering, ' neath the height, 

Dart on rapid wing 
Through the belfiy, 'gainst the light : — 

Love wakes with the Spring ! 

And should not then man's heart rejoice 

In this flush of joy ? 
Hearing Nature's happy voice, 

Why should care annoy ? 

Ah ! were the soul itself but free 

From the jars of sin ! 
All were sweetest harmony — 

Joy is from within ! 
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xvin. 

REST. 

I. 
Tossing through the starless night, 
Tempests wild the soul affiright ; 
Lord! O! save us by Thy might! 
Send Thy light. 

II. 
Here, what serveth human skill, 
Human foresight, strength, or will? 
Lord! Thy loving plan fulfil; 
Guide us still! 

ni. 
Though huge crested breakers rave, 

Crimson dawn lights every wave; 

Lord! we know that Thou wilt save; 

Make us brave! 
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rv. 
Soon, all weary tossings o*er, 
We shall rest on Canaan's shore- 
Best, rejoicing evermore, 
And adore! 



A. J. S. 
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Erratum. 
For "thia passage," page 71, line 2, read Isaiah Ixy. 1 . 
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